Harcourt Road: C & G Artpartment

6 April - 5 May 2023
Launch Event: Wed 5 April, 6-8pm
featuring an artist talk with C & G Artpartment 6:30-7pm
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Supported by the School of East Asian Studies, University of Sheffield and Bloc Projects

Bio of C & G Artpartment

C & G (Clara CHEUNG & Gum CHENG Yee Man) are two Hong Kong artists who
have founded the art space: C&G Artpartment in Hong Kong, in 2007. With a
strong concern over the local art ecology, C & G use their art to respond to social
and cultural issues. Their essential goal is to fill up the crack in the current art
scene, and allow C & G Artpartment becomes an art space for idea exchanges. In
the past 15 years, C & G Artpartment has curated more than 100 art exhibitions
that included more than 100 local artists to respond to the social and cultural
issues in Hong Kong.

The practice of the Hong Kong-based artist group C & G (Clara and Gum) is
humourous and challenging at the same time. The activities that C & G organise
are often collective and participatory in nature, with a focus on issues surrounding
the art ecology of Hong Kong as well as current events. C & G was invited to
participate in different important international Art events, such as Shanghai
Biennale(2018) and Singapore Biennale(2019) etc.,

On June 30th, 2020, People’s Republic of China imposed National Security Law
onto Hong Kong and, thereafter, started massive political persecution that
destroyed the space for freedom of speech in Hong Kong. In August 2021, C& G
Artpartment had to end its physical space in Hong Kong, and decided to move to
the UK in the end of the year, in order to keep fighting for our artistic freedom
and to encourage more to make critical art.

www.blocprojects.co.uk
www.CandG-Artpartment.com
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Harcourt Road For Clara & Gum

Clara: Living in Hong Kong, if you don’t drive, your understanding of its urban
geography would mostly be anchored in the names of buildings, shopping centres
and subway stations. During the Umbrella Movement in 2014, | started to navigate
the city of Hong Kong by street names and cardinal directions.

Gum: My knowledge of Harcourt Road dates back to the early 1990s when my Sharp
walkman broke down. | went to Admiralty Centre on Harcourt Road to get it
repaired. | came to know of Harcourt Road then and learned how to pronounce the
Chinese character of “Court/7" after looking it up in a dictionary.

Large-scale demonstrations calling out the misdeeds of the Hong Kong government
have been taking place since 2003 annually, on July 1st. The route used to start at
Victoria Park in Causeway Bay and would end at the Government Headquarters in
Central. The headquarters relocated to Harcourt Road in August 2011, and the
protest route has also since been changed to reflect that.

The Umbrella Movement erupted on Harcourt Road on September 28, 2014. The
call for universal suffrage resulted in a 79-day-long occupation of several major
commercial districts, including Harcourt Road. As one of the first major sites of
protests, it was a focal point for police efforts; 87 tear-gas canisters were fired in one
afternoon. This was soon followed by the occupation of Nathan Road in Mong Kok
and the roads around the popular department store Sogo, on Hennessy Road in
Causeway Bay.

Harcourt Road in Hong Kong is a wide road with eight lanes of traffic. During the
Umbrella Movement, it was occupied by tents and sleeping bags, with infrastructure
thatincluded a student library, town halls for civic discussion and a platform for open
air concerts as well as other community activities. For 79 days, Harcourt Road was
the people’s square until the movement was forcibly evicted. A long yellow banner
stating “we will be back” hung over Harcourt Road on the last night.

These are facts.

After 2014, the Chinese Communist Party tightened its control over Hong Kong,
failing still to deliver universal suffrage in the city. When the Extradition Law was
enforced five years later in 2019, Hongkongers returned to the streets and, instead
of occupying sites, moved fluidly through the city under the motto “Be Water”.

Harcourt Road continued to be an important site of confrontation between protest-
ers and the police, who used so much tear gas that they stopped announcing the
number of rounds they fired. As we encountered the street sign for Harcourt Road
under a shady tree in Sheffield, the scenes came flooding back: running together

with other Hongkongers, sweaty, fearful and courageous, amid the smell of tear gas.
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To us, Harcourt Road has become synonymous
with political struggle

After we moved to Sheffield, England in 2021, we noticed and recognised the familiar
names of streets. When we passed by Sheffield’s Harcourt Road, we were immediately
brought back to the struggles despite the tree-shaded paths and terraced houses in
front of us.

We wanted to do something meaningful after visiting the Sheffield street a number of
times. In 2022, we had the opportunity as C&G Artpartment to participate in an art
exchange project called ‘Peer to Peer: UK/HK 2022, which inspired us to start a relational
project exploring the same street names in Sheffield and Hong Kong. (To learn more
about this project, please visit https://peertopeerexchange.org/projects/back-forth)

This year, 2023, we were very happy to be invited by Bloc Projects to participate in a
year-long artist residency. It was only natural for us to explore the story of Harcourt Road
in both Hong Kong and Sheffield as part of this program. From now until 2024, our
research will delve into the personal narratives, unofficial histories, ghost stories,
documents, cultural relics, and development of the two Harcourt Roads.

The current exhibition marks the beginning of this comparative heritage project. We will
collect personal stories about Harcourt Road from individuals across Hong Kong,
Sheffield, and beyond. The paintings in the exhibition represent our own experiences of
Harcourt Roads and life stories. We hope the project will invite curiosity about the
stories of the Harcourt Roads as well as encourage the sharing of stories. Interestingly,
the street signs for Harcourt Road in Hong Kong have three different variations of the
character 7% / % / #%. We don’t know which one is the most original. Are there any
typos in the spelling of ‘Harcourt Road’ street signs here?

We would like to invite everyone to experience Harcourt Road, Sheffield for an outdoor
painting session on April 29th, from 1 — 4pm, meeting at Crookes Valley Park next to
Harcourt Road. We will provide all the materials, e.g. canvas, paint etc. Bring a bottle of
water (to hydrate as well as use for mixing paints) and some snacks. Sign up at
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/600318016347/
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Floorplan
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Gum#1
20149828 HFh A Youtube #5878
Personal Youtube channel, 28th
September, 2014

80cm(H) x 100cm(W) x 4.5cm(D)
A AQOIl on canvas
2023

~2014F9H28H M £ - AT EEES#
IREEREITE

~Night of 28th September, 2014, front
line reported that the police used tear
gas to disperse the citizens

Gum#2
201955 H9H M AWhatsApp
Personal WhatsApp 9 September
2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
SHE R AQOI on canvas
2023

~IDEERARMAO &S
~FAB307RI=BE 7
~FIEBRE XXX

XXXZ
~ MIEEE
~HEE
~Gather at the public entry no. 2 of
The Legislative Council Complex
~My 307 bus just arrived
~Please mention meeting with XXX
Room XXX
~Will get off next stop
~l'am here

Gum#3

201956316 HFA AWhatsApp
Personal WhatsApp 16 June 2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
SAE T AQOI on canvas
2023

~HIEERE
~Just left Harcourt Road

Gum#4

2019583 5H 7% ATelegram
Personal Telegram 5 August 2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
SAE TR AQOI on canvas
2023

~5:30 &8
~5:30 Admiralty

Gum#5

2019%8H31HF s ATelegram
Personal Telegram 31 August 2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
A AQOI on canvas
2023

~1807 IR | IREEENEBEH Y -
T REB PR ERE -

~[B0EF) (17:56)BF B REEBFEERE
BUREBRR - MREZGEKEANRES
arEFERNTFae L AERERBET
BR_FRRELE SESEIRE -

~1807 Central: The riot police marched
from Mandarin Hotel along Connaught
Road Central towards Admiralty.
~[Instant] (17:56) More than a thousand
protesters stayed at the junction of
Harcourt Road and Tim Wah Ave. The riot
police set up high platforms in the water
horse and on the platform of the Chief
Executive Office, and continuously firing
tear gas at protesters on Harcourt Road
traffic lanes.
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GuM#6

20195910 s ATelegram
Personal Telegram 1 September 2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
SAE T AQOI on canvas
2023

~Full tweet:
http://twitter.com/xxxxxxxxxx/status/116
78460798925824017?5=20
~BHIERBERERE FH M8k

REEIFREHEM T

BB U IR R (B O] BB & ek

LISFEPN -
~Full tweet:
http://twitter.com/xxxxxxxxxx/status/116
784607989258240175=20
~Yesterday, it was hovering above
Harcourt Road

Everyone doubts what it was doing

A bro reminded that it might sprinkle
fluorescent powder

Now someone verified

Gum#7

201998 15HFh ATelegram
Personal Telegram 15 September 2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
A AQOIl on canvas
2023

~#R TP EARBER # R HE #8858
—wiERES

16305 #
~YBETREEGEERE

B KESERE - BREIK

[BNBF] (17:45)HRNBE "8
~#Related information on public protection
#Safety map of public protection
#Consolidation of the situation around
Hong Kong Island

1630 update
~Hundreds of protesters occupy Harcourt Road

Police use water cannons to shoot tear gas,
colored water

[Instant] (17:45) Citizens on Hong Kong Island
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Gum#8

201999528 H 7% ATelegram
Personal Telegram 28 September
2019

64cm(H) x 34cm(W)
SHEAOI on canvas
2023

~1844 I REEEIAE — R TRALIE @
5 A LIBAHIETE
~1847 BEXRE LA ANBRIKEIRE &
EBEMRMEE
~https://www.facebook.com/icablenews/v
ideos/624860408047571/
~[Live] REAFAEESIRG - LIREE
—HE)

21:28 ERBEWIETTE.. -A#RFEI-Cable
News

[Live] REEAFAEESIRG - LIREE
—w8)

21:28 ERREWETE

21125 HEERR FEH

2115 REE @ PR

21:03 B RERZMEE S A #HE

21:07 BhREERERBICEIMNE K. .
~18:44 Riot police displayed red flags
around the Legislative Council and
sprayed pepper spray on those present
~18:47 Someone on the footbridge
connecting the Admiralty MTR Station
and the Central Government Offices,
kicked towards the gate outside the
water-filled barriers, the police then
sprayed pepper spray again
~https:;//www.facebook.com/icablenews/v
ideos/624860408047571/
~[Live] CHRF(Civil Human Rights Front)'s Tamar
Park Rally scene, and the scene in Admiralty

21:28 Harcourt Road resumes traffic...-
Cable News i-Cable News

[Live] CHRF's Tamar Park rally scene,
and the scene in Admiralty

21:28 Harcourt Road resumes traffic

21:25 police back into the police car in
Admiralty

2115 Protesters retreat to Central

21:03 Riot police move towards Admiralty

21:07 Riot police stand guard outside
Harcourt Gardens, a large number of...

um#9
(RIREE) 2 "HIESEM

"Curate No More” --- Mail Art

714"

25X - AEEBEEARE -
TBIRTEI

HD, colour, single channel with
sound, loop

2015

R2013F9R £201548H - 528
RE - WE—LEBREBUGHEL -
BEREFENIRE - RREECH A
WENER - EEZE® - F21T
HEEMAZE - ARIREW - A2
BERBWETTHREEMAME K
MEABATEBFINEIE - MEERES
RN B o BERIRENZ S RAE
e

From September 2013 to August
2015, Gum has mailed one letter
to the Chief Executive Office, for
Mr. Leung Chun Ying, every
week, along with selected news-
clips and Gum’ s opinion about
the news article. Gum, then,
receives a letter from the secre-
tary of the Chief Executive and
related government departments
every week. The video will show-
case the process of communica-
tion with Mr. Leung Chun Ying in
mail throughout the project.

ERBRE—ZIEE  DIBWR
f—ELREMEORER -
RUB-—EZBBEMAEKE &
RBA BN R/BEAE -

B 2P Fm i@ 2R AL
RIRAS ERVACEE - (FRBETTR -

BERIBIEHEMASIF - BEIM
B EREESE _HEABIE -
BREEEMRN2014F9H28H £
2019F9H28H R - HEREA
BAAY—LERh AL AR AE_ERVEBIAC
i - BLEEHEIIRERLLINATE
ERHERBNWER — 1 F -

The paintings exhibited, based on
artist, Gum's consistent blurred
black and white as the main
theme, only using a single black
to shape all gray levels, painting
black and leaving white, and the
medium is oil on canvas.

This series of works continues to
use the artist's personal social
media records as painting
elements.

The 8 oil paintings are the second
batch of personal creations of the
artist after he immigrated to the
UK. The content records the scre-
encaps of the artist on some his
private social media related to
Harcourt Road from September
28, 2014 to September 28, 2019.
These images still influence my
imagination of Harcourt Road —
PROTEST.
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Clara#1

'ESWESREBME ) & |
“Lo Ting Calling for Harcourt
Road Stories” Banner |

90 (w) x 180 (h)cm
BR ¥ mAAcrylic on canvas
2023

EEEMEREM—FFHE  HWER
[EE R = IoHEfBannerfi « &t
BREBRERYEFEEER - TN
BRIRERBELBEARE -

When I served as a Hong Kong
District Councillor, | made use of the
dedicated banner spots for councillors
to communicate with my constituents.
Besides weaving creative banners with
recycled fabric, | also put up black-
boards to invite the public to write
their own messages.

Clara#2

ERERP
Windows at Harcourt Road

180 (w) x 90 (h)cm
BR ¥ mAAcrylic on canvas
2023

?ﬁiﬁSimonTﬂF%ﬂE%ﬁ%%@EﬁH%?ZI]"E B
BEEMGHEERHE - EPIER=EE
TEP/‘%E FXAME, | MEBEBHRE
Bl RORNEREB _BEESZHR
KEGERES - G ESE |
Simon also sent me a photo of
Harcourt Road’ s windows during
Christmas. The window shows Ukrai-
nian flag and says “Never Give Up" !
By the way, Harcourt Road in Hong
Kong was named after Admiral
Harcourt who represented Hong Kong
to accept Japanese surrender after
WWII, when Hong Kong was liberated.
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Clara#3
BEHR=E A
Banner of Freedom

180 (w) x 90 (h)cm
BRB¥ A AAcrylic on canvas
2023

ER GBI mIApGRES
FEEEEA¥REY - BRELE
Zivdy  ERUBEGR RS
JEEAEAME - Madb s Ean KR E
IEEBGEWERE -

Lo Ting is a group of a half-
fish-half-human creatures living
in south of HK long time ago.
Some historians associate the
origin of Lo Ting with the
revolutionists who failed to
overthrow the authority in
Northern China in 400 AD and,
thereafter, fled to HK

Clara#4
ERRBHOY
Tug of War at Harcourt Road

180 (w) x 90 (h)cm
BRBF A Acrylic on canvas
2023

RERHEZMSheffieldBiE 28 -
BEREEMER TERETE, /E -
TR B B 2B 545 Simoni )
5 - (BPSEMEZREEARER - fm

BHEYEROEITHOY -
Researching about Sheffield" s
Harcourt Road, | email "Harcourt
Road Community,” and am so
happy to receive response from
Simon who knows Harcourt Road so
well. He even sent me photos from
Harcourt Road. One of the image
shows the neighbours happily
playing Tug of War together.

Clara#5

rE=REERENE ) = |
"Lo Ting Calling for Harcourt
Road Stories” Banner |l

180 (w) x 90 (h)cm
EREAAACrylic on canvas
2023

20214 « BIEBFEUAT] R - EIE4E
BEMME - @I - gliTelE
EESEEWARELEYE - =B
Bt 2o B DUE IR A EER - (Fig
BREPHERS - BB 7 7%
e E R EEEREESE - TNEARE —
ZIBFBBEANY) . B BEH
ET=ER -

In 2027, | relocated to the UK, to
flee from political prosecution in
Hong Kong (HK), and had a chance
to encounter a series of political
banners at People’ s History
Museum in Manchester. Fascinated
by the rich history and iconography
of political banners in the UK, |
want to further study the visual
language of these banners and
develop a series of banner-
paintings for Lo Ting, the ancient
mythical figure of Hongkongers.

Clara#6

B—FE#S
Egging, with 1000 eggs

10'
125 ¥Xr ARSI - BREN
SD, colour, single channel with

sound, loop
2015

Clara#6 X Gum#9RI &2 & R Clara
& GumR20155F 73 RITEL
ORVZN==E LS Lx?EYUM\EFE%
Hh - BT RBMEIERAER -
Clara#6 & Gum#9,the two videos
are the documentary of Clara &
Gum's performance art happened
outside the Legislative Council and
the Chief Executive's Office on
Harcourt Road in 2015.
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